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Egypt’s Role in the Peace Process
Q. There has been criticism of Egypt’s

role. What is your view?
The President. The fact is that all that

has happened since the original Camp David
in September 1978, including Madrid and
Oslo, is a vindication of the courageous and
visionary policy of Egypt. Egypt was a pio-
neer for peace and continues to be a key part-
ner for the United States. We agree on the
fundamentals of the peace process, and we
will not be able to reach an Israeli-Palestinian
agreement on these core issues without close
consultation with Egypt. We are engaged in
such a process today.

NOTE: The responses referred to Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority and Prime
Minister Ehud Barak of Israel. The questions and
answers were released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on August 11. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on the Executive Order
To Improve Access to Services for
Persons With Limited English
Proficiency
August 11, 2000

Today I am issuing an Executive order to
help people with limited English proficiency
(LEP) access Federal services. Many people
who are eligible for Federal services cannot
effectively use those services because they
are not proficient in English. The Executive
order directs Federal agencies to improve
the language-accessibility of their programs
by December 11, 2000. This initiative com-
plements our commitment to promoting pro-
grams to help individuals learn English.

I am concerned that language barriers are
preventing the Federal Government and re-
cipients of Federal financial assistance from
effectively serving a large number of people
in this country who are eligible to participate
in their programs. Failure to systematically
confront language barriers can lead to un-
equal access to Federal benefits based on na-
tional origin and can harm the mission of
Federal agencies. Breaking down these bar-
riers will allow individuals with limited

English proficiency to more fully participate
in American society.

This Executive order directs Federal agen-
cies to break down language barriers by im-
plementing consistent standards of language
assistance across agencies and among all re-
cipients of Federal financial assistance.
Under this flexible standard, agencies and re-
cipients must take reasonable steps to pro-
vide meaningful access to their programs and
activities, taking into account a variety of con-
siderations. Among the factors to be consid-
ered are the number or proportion of LEP
persons in the eligible service population, the
frequency with which LEP individuals come
in contact with the program, the nature and
importance of the service provided by the
program, and the available resources.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Xavier Becerra in
Los Angeles, California
August 11, 2000

The President. Thank you very much. Let
me say, first, how delighted I am to be here
with Xavier and Carolina. Thank you, Fermin
Cuza, for being here and standing up for him.
I thank my good friend Luis Gutierrez from
Chicago for bringing his family here today.
We were laughing—when I was running for
President in early 1992, he was out there run-
ning with me. We were standing by the en-
trance to the El in Chicago early one morn-
ing, shaking hands, when only my mother
thought I could be elected President.
[Laughter] And 8 years later, it’s worked out
pretty well.

I want to thank Tom Umberg for the dis-
tinguished work he did in the Clinton-Gore
administration, and I thank you for being
here. And Councilman Pacheco, thank you.
And Mike Feuer, who’s gone, I have to men-
tion him because he’s one of the guys that
voted to have the city make a contribution
to our convention so we could be here today.
[Laughter] And I want to thank him.

Let me say, I was profoundly honored to
present Cruz Reynoso with the Medal of
Freedom, and I thank you for coming here,
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sir, and for all you have done for civil rights
and human rights over all these years.

I’m delighted to have the chance to start
my stay at the Democratic Convention with
all of you for Xavier Becerra. I am going on
to a dinner for the Host Committee of the
convention, to make sure we’ve nailed down
every detail of what we’re supposed to be
doing here and what we have to do. And I’ll
have a chance over the next couple of days,
over the weekend, to go around and meet
with most of the various caucuses of our party
and many of the State delegations and then
have a lot of them come to me to say the
most important message I have to say to the
Democrats, which is, thank you. Thank you
for me and for Hillary and for Chelsea and
our family and friends and our administra-
tion, for giving me the chance to run in ’92,
for sticking with me in ’96, and for supporting
a new direction for America.

Xavier talked about some of the results.
I have tried to be a builder. In the first cam-
paign our slogan was ‘‘Putting People First,’’
and our theme song was, ‘‘Don’t Stop Think-
ing About Tomorrow.’’ In the second cam-
paign, our slogan was ‘‘Building a Bridge to
the 21st Century.’’ And we built our bridge
to the 21st century, but we still can’t stop
thinking about tomorrow.

And that’s why I’m here tonight. I admire
your Congressman and, obviously, for so
many of you, your friend. Nothing I have
achieved in the last 8 years would have been
possible if it had just been me out there talk-
ing. I had a great team in the White House,
led by the Vice President, and an unbeliev-
able group of people in Congress who, in the
majority, and later in the minority, stood
strong for the things that we together be-
lieved would build America and stood against
those things we thought would divide Amer-
ica or tear America down.

And so the simple message I have is, we’ve
got to keep this progress going. We have to
keep changing but changing in the right di-
rection. We have a chance, because of all this
prosperity and social progress, to build the
future of our dreams for our children. We
have a chance to make sure that not only
the people who can afford to come to a fund-
raiser but the people who work for a min-
imum wage can all send their kids to college

and have a chance to live the American
dream.

So I have said all over America, I’ll say
again, you need to know the following things
about this election. It is a huge election. It
is maybe the only time in your lifetime you
will be voting for President, Vice President,
and Congress and Senate, with literally the
chance to build the future of your dreams
for your children in your hands, where there
is so much economic prosperity and social
progress, the absence of domestic threat or
foreign threat, a great deal of national self-
confidence and great good feeling, which our
friends in the other party tried to tap into
in Philadelphia—[laughter]—but they want-
ed you to believe it all happened by accident,
you remember? [Laughter]

My old daddy used to say, ‘‘If you find
a turtle on a fencepost, chances are it didn’t
get there by accident.’’ [Laughter] You know,
I remember when they were in office and
in charge of economic policy for 12 years,
they took credit if the Sun came up in the
morning. [Laughter] Now they want you to
believe it all just happened by accident. ‘‘I
have no idea where all these jobs came
from.’’ [Laughter]

Well, what I want to say to you is, I think
we ought to have a great, happy, positive
election about the differences in our ideas.
I don’t believe we ought to even allude to
the fact that we think there is something
wrong with them as people. We’ve had
enough of that the last 20 years to last this
country for the rest of its existence. We’ve
had enough of the politics of personal de-
struction and division, but we’ll never get
enough of the politics of honest debate and
difference. That’s how we grow. That’s how
we learn.

Nobody’s got a monopoly on the truth, and
we ought to say we’re going to assume in
this election that they’re all honorable men
and women, from the candidates for Presi-
dent and Vice President to the Senate can-
didates to the House candidates. We’re going
to assume they love their families, and they
love their country, and they will do what they
think is right. But we do believe they ought
to tell the American people what they intend
to do because, while this is a very important
election and there are profound differences,
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I get the feeling most days that only the
Democrats want the people to know what
the differences are. And we see in some cam-
paigns across America where they’re com-
plaining that we’re running negative cam-
paigns if we tell the voters how they vote
and what they said. It’s almost as if they have
a right to conceal their record and their posi-
tions and what they intend to do.

So all I want to say is, I posit that they’re
good people, and I think we ought to forget
about the recriminations against the kind of
politics that so many of them have put us
through for a long time. I don’t believe in
negative campaigns. But I think we ought to
have a debate here, because there are dif-
ferences. Let me just give you a few exam-
ples.

If Xavier Becerra and Luis Gutierrez were
in the majority rather than in the minority
in Congress and if Tom Daschle were the
Senate majority leader instead of the minor-
ity leader, along with Speaker Gephardt, this
year we would have already signed into law
the Patients’ Bill of Rights, the minimum
wage, equal pay strengthening for women,
hate crimes legislation, sensible gun safety
legislation that mandates child trigger locks,
closed the gun show loophole, stopped the
importation of large capacity ammunition
clips, hate crimes legislation—I don’t know
if I said that or not—and school construction
legislation to help places like Los Angeles
which are being overrun by more and more
school kids and where we need new buildings
built, old buildings fundamentally adapted,
and repairs done.

Now, those are just some of the things that
I have proposed that our side is for that
they’re not. So there are consequences to this
election. It matters who’s in the House. It
matters who’s in the Senate. And I am doing
what I can to help our side in the House
and the Senate.

I’ll give you another example. Every single
year since our party has been in the minority,
every year I have to fight against attempts
to weaken the environmental laws of the
United States. And every year, because
enough of the Democrats stay with me, we
say no.

So now you’ve got cleaner air, cleaner
water; literally 43 million more Americans

breathing air up to Federal standards than
before we took office; cleaner water, 450,000
fewer instances of sickness a year because
of polluted water; set aside more land than
any administration except the two Roosevelts
in the continental United States. We closed
3 times as many toxic waste dumps in 8 years
as they did in 12—3 times as many. And the
economy got better, not worse. But every
year we still had to fight efforts to roll back
these environmental standards. So you have
a choice. All I’m saying is, it really matters
who gets elected to the House and who gets
elected to the Senate. And, of course, the
Senate also has to confirm the appointments
of the President, including the appointments
to the Supreme Court.

Now, you may have noticed that I have
a particular interest in one U.S. Senate race.
[Laughter] California has two women Sen-
ators; I think New York should have at least
one. And I hope you will help.

Then we come to the Presidency and the
Vice Presidency. This is the week that Al
Gore and Joe Lieberman get to make their
case to the American people the way their
counterparts did in Philadelphia. And I’ll
make you a prediction, and I haven’t seen
either one of their remarks. I’ll bet you they’ll
be far more specific about what they’re for,
because we don’t have to hide what we’re
for. And I’ll bet you Al Gore will say the
same thing in the general election he said
in the primary, because he doesn’t want any-
body to develop amnesia about what he said
in the primary. [Laughter]

And all I want us to do is to actually flesh
all this out and let everybody say, they have
differences. They have differences on edu-
cation, on health care, on the environment,
on what it takes to build one America, includ-
ing equal pay, the minimum wage, hate
crimes, employment nondiscrimination, and
a woman’s right to choose. They have dif-
ferences. So let’s just set them out there, and
let the people decide.

They have differences on crime policy.
Were we right or wrong to put 100,000 police
on the street? Are we right to try to put
50,000 more in the highest crime areas?
Were we right or wrong to do the Brady bill
and the assault weapons ban? And should we
close the gun show loophole? And should we
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require child trigger locks? And should we
ban the importation of large capacity ammu-
nition clips?

The Vice President thinks, in a gutsy move,
and I agree with him, that we ought to say
to people that buy handguns they ought to
have a photo ID license like people that get
cars that shows they know how to use it safely
and they passed a background check. Now,
who’s right and who’s wrong?

We trust the American people with our
positions, those that are popular and those
that aren’t; those that rile certain powerful
interest groups and those that don’t. And the
most important thing—I’ll just say a little
something about this in detail—there is a
profound, yawning difference on economic
policy and tax policy.

Now, I think that I’ve earned a right to
talk a little bit about economic policy. And
Al Gore has earned the right to be heard
about economic policy because he cast the
tie-breaking vote for the ’93 economic plan
that got interest rates down and business in-
vestment up and started this whole economy
on this wild ride we’ve been on the last 8
years.

And so what I want to say to you is this:
They say, now we’ve got a huge surplus. In
Philadelphia—I got tickled listening to
them—they have no idea where it came
from. It just happened. [Laughter] It must
have happened in spite of President Clinton,
since he never did anything right. [Laughter]
And he and Al Gore, they just rocked along
for the ride, and the Democrats, they never
did anything about it.

Back in ’94, before they knew it would
work, they didn’t mind laying our House
Members out on the cold slab of political de-
feat because they voted for it. They thought
it was our responsibility in 1994, before the
American people could see that it was going
to work.

So now they say, ‘‘Okay, they got rid of
the deficit, and we’ve got a little surplus, and
so what, they paid $400 billion off of the
debt.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Who cares? It’s just one
of those things. But what we should do now,’’
they say, ‘‘is, since we’re going to have this
big projected surplus over the next 10 years,
enough to get us out of debt for the first
time since 1835, when Andrew Jackson was

President’’—and I want you all to follow this
kind of close, because there’s a reason why
I’m telling you all of this. I know I’m preach-
ing to the saved here. [Laughter] But all of
you have friends who aren’t as active in poli-
tics as you. All of you have friends who may
not think this is such a big election. Every
one of you has friends who don’t understand
what the differences are between the two
candidates for President and Vice President,
and the candidates for the Senate and the
House—every one of you.

And it’s not good enough for you to come
here and give this man a contribution. He’s
already been chairman of the Hispanic cau-
cus in Congress. He’s already been recog-
nized as a leader. But he needs a little wind
at his back here. He needs to have all the
things he’s fought for validated. And that re-
quires that you go out from this city and this
convention and talk to everybody you know
and say, ‘‘You’ve got to vote. Here’s what the
differences are. I want you to think about
it.’’

So let me finish. What they say—it sounds
so good. They say, ‘‘Okay, this surplus has
materialized. We don’t know where it came
from.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘We’re quite sure that
President Clinton and Vice President Gore
had absolutely nothing to do with it. It just
sort of appeared. And it’s your money, and
we’re going to give it back to you.’’ And it
sounds good, right? ‘‘It is your money.’’ And
so they say, ‘‘We’re going to give it back to
you. We’re going to have’’—‘‘going’’ is the
operative word—[laughter]—‘‘over the next
10 years $2.2 trillion. That’s a whole bunch
of money, and it will be good for you if we
give it back to you, and it’s yours, anyway.’’

And we say, ‘‘But, wait a minute. We have
to hold back enough money to extend the
life of Social Security and Medicare so the
baby boom generation can retire without
bankrupting their children. We ought to add
a prescription drug benefit that all seniors
can afford. We have the largest and most di-
verse student population in our history; we’re
going to have to invest more in education,
with all these teachers retiring. And besides
that, something might come up.’’ [Laughter]
Either the money might not come in or an
emergency might happen, like we’ve had 3
years of farm emergencies where we’ve taken
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the tax dollars people in the city of Los Ange-
les paid and given them to farmers all across
America because we have an interest in pre-
serving family farms and because agricultural
income has been so distressed. Just like they
gave their money to you when you had your
earthquake and your other natural disasters.
Something might come up. In California, you
know that. Things come up—earthquakes,
fires. [Laughter] I mean, I’ve been through
everything but a plague of locusts with you
folks. [Laughter] So we say something might
come up.

And then we say, ‘‘We’re for a tax cut. But
we’re honest. Ours costs way less than half
theirs, and it’s focused on what families really
need—tax cuts for long-term care for their
elderly or ill, disabled family members, tax
cuts for the cost of college tuition, for the
cost of child care, for retirement savings, for
alleviating the marriage penalty. And even
though ours costs way less than half theirs,
about three-quarters of the American people
would be better off under ours. They get
more benefits.’’

Plus, ours allows you to still get us out of
debt by 2012, which the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers said 2 weeks ago would keep
interest rates a percent lower for a year, for
10 years—a percent a year lower for 10 years.
Do you know what’s that worth to you? It’s
worth about $850 a year in lower home mort-
gages to the average family and lower car
payments, lower college loan payments,
lower interest rates for business loans so
businesses can expand more, hire more peo-
ple, and earn more money.

In other words, almost all the Americans—
at least four out of five Americans would lose
more in higher interest rates under their plan
than they would get in tax cuts.

But the main thing is, I want to tell you—
so it’s bad economics. And the Chairman of
the Federal Reserve said over and over and
over again, in this strong economy, if you
have a huge tax cut, he’ll raise interest rates
to keep inflation down. But the real big deal
is, it is a projected surplus.

Now, you have a—I bet you in your mind,
particularly if you’ve got to think about rais-
ing kids and sending them to college, you
probably have a projected income. [Laugh-
ter] And what is your projected income for

the next 10 years, anyway? Just think about
it. You have a projected income. Now, if I
ask you right now to sign a contract to give
it all away today, your projected income for
the next 10 years, on something you really
wanted, would you do it? No new money for
education or health care or rainy days or
emergencies because you really want this
thing I’m going to give you. All you got to
do is give away all your income for 10 years.
Would you do it?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. If you would, you should

really give serious consideration to sup-
porting them in this election this year—
[laughter]—because that’s what they want to
do. But it sounds so good. See, they say, ‘‘It’s
your money, and I’m going to give it back
to you.’’ I’m going to tell you something. We
may never again be in this situation. We may
never again be in this situation.

I remember the last time we had the long-
est economic expansion in history. You know
when it was? Nineteen sixty-one to 1969. I
remember when the American people
thought the economy was on automatic and
no one could mess it up—in the mid-sixties.
I remember when the American people
thought that all the big social problems of
America then related to race and poverty,
would be handled in the Congress and the
courts and would never go to the streets in
the mid-sixties, and that we would all—we
would just keep up feeling good, and every-
thing would be rocking along, and so we
didn’t really have to concentrate.

Then we had the riots in Watts. Then
Martin Luther King got killed. Then Bobby
Kennedy got killed here in Los Angeles.
Lyndon Johnson said he couldn’t run for re-
election because the country was so divided
over Vietnam. The country took a different
course in the ’68 election. Pretty soon the
longest economic expansion in history was
over. And I’ll tell you something. I’m not as
young as I once was, and I certainly have
aides in the White House, but I have not
lost my memory. [Laughter] I have waited—
I’m not telling you this as your President;
I’m telling you this as your friend. Los Ange-
les and this State have been wonderful to
me and to my family and to my administra-
tion. I have waited 35 years, since the mid-
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sixties, for my country once again to be in
a position where people with the values and
skills and concerns that this man has could
build the future of our dreams for our chil-
dren.

You know, you will never find—and I want
to say this about Al Gore and Joe Lieberman.
I’ve known Joe Lieberman for 30 years. He
helped me develop a lot of the ideas that
I brought to the ’92 campaign that we imple-
mented. And he deserves your support. In
every way, you will be more than pleased.

And I have worked closer with Al Gore
than any other living human being outside
of his family. He supported all the tough de-
cisions I made, including the ones that were
unpopular. I’ll never forget the day he and
I decided we had to give economic aid to
Mexico because we couldn’t let them go
downhill, and it would lead to a flood of im-
migration that was illegal. It would lead to
all kinds of tensions on the border. It would
make them even more vulnerable to
narcotraffickers. It would cause the insta-
bility in the whole economy of Latin Amer-
ica. But there was a poll that day that said,
by 81 to 15, the American people did not
want us to help Mexico; it was a bad invest-
ment. We did it, and he was for it, and they
paid the loan back ahead of schedule. It was
the right thing to do, but it wasn’t popular.

I remember—I remember when I had to
decide whether to stand up against ethnic
cleansing and slaughter in Bosnia and
Kosovo, and it wasn’t popular. But he sup-
ported me. He said, ‘‘You have to do it. It’s
the right thing to do. I’ll back you.’’

I remember when we presented this eco-
nomic plan in 1993, and everybody knew how
hard it was politically. The deficit had gone
up to $290 billion. We were hooked on it.
We were hooked on deficit spending. We
quadrupled the debt in the 12 years before
I showed up. We were hooked on it.

You know, when you get in a deep, deep
hole and you want to climb out, there isn’t
any easy way. You’re going to have to break
your fingernails trying to get up that wall.
There was no easy way. And he said, ‘‘Do
it. We have to pay the consequences.’’

This is a guy that I know will do what he
thinks is right. He will look to the long-term
interests of the country, and he has the right

economic program to keep the prosperity
going and to extend its benefits to the people
that are still left behind. This is a man who
understands the future, the future of infor-
mation technology, the future of the human
genome, the challenge of climate change, the
need to stay ahead in science and technology.
All these things are important.

He understands that we’re going to get a
little gene card that tells all of our babies
what their future is going to be. But we don’t
want anybody to be able to get ahold of that
and deny our children health insurance or
a job. He understands that we get a lot more
efficient now because of the Internet and all
of our financial and medical records are on
it, but we don’t want anybody to have them
unless we say okay.

I think we need somebody in the White
House who has spent a lifetime thinking
about the future from the point of view of
ordinary people who need someone to stand
up for them.

And the last thing I want to say is the most
important of all. It applies to Xavier, Con-
gressman Gutierrez, everything I’ve tried to
do as President, and profoundly it applies to
Al Gore, who shares with me a history of
growing up in the segregated South and a
lifetime of commitment to civil rights.

The most important thing of all is not what
is in our minds; it is what is in our hearts.
The most important thing of all is that we
believe that everybody counts, that we be-
lieve everybody deserves a chance, that we
think we all do better when we help each
other. We believe that it’s not enough to say
that you care; you have to act as if you care.

The reason I want Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman to win this election is I know
they’ll keep the prosperity going. I know
they’ll keep us moving into the future, but
most important of all, they’ll make sure we
all go along for the ride.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. in the
Santa Monica Room at the Westin Century Plaza
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Representa-
tive Becerra’s wife, Carolina Reyes; Fermin Cuza,
senior vice president of international trade,
Mattel, Inc.; Tom Umberg, former Deputy Direc-
tor, Office of National Drug Control Policy; Los
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Angeles City Councilmen Nick Pacheco, 14th dis-
trict, and Michael Feuer, fifth district; and Repub-
lican Presidential candidate Gov. George W. Bush
and Vice Presidential candidate Richard B. Che-
ney. Representative Becerra is a candidate for re-
election in California’s 30th Congressional Dis-
trict. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address

August 12, 2000

Good morning. These are good times for
America, with the strongest economy we’ve
ever had. And all across our country, Ameri-
cans of every age and background are work-
ing together to strengthen the fabric of our
communities.

Today I want to talk about some remark-
able progress our society has made in the
last 8 years: Crime is at a 25-year low; the
welfare rolls, the smallest in 30 years; and
a new report from the Centers for Disease
Control shows that teen birth rates have fall-
en for the eighth year in a row, and now
we have the lowest teen birth rate in 60 years.
This is a remarkable achievement.

Consider this. If the teen birth rate had
stayed at the same as its peak in 1991, teen
mothers would have given birth to another
120,000 babies this year. That drop is won-
derful news and further proof that together
we can make real progress on social problems
people once said were beyond our reach.
This is a tribute to community and religious
groups, to teachers and families, and of
course, to our teenagers themselves.

From the start of our administration, we’ve
endeavored to restore the sense that respon-
sibility and opportunity are the foundations
of a strong American community. Five years
ago we called upon parents and community
leaders to launch a national campaign to pre-
vent teen pregnancy. The next year we
worked across party lines to enact landmark
welfare reform, which requires unmarried
minor parents to stay in school and live under
adult supervision. We also demanded that fa-
thers live up to their obligations and have
doubled child support collections. We’ve in-
creased counseling, promoted abstinence,
and paired children with mentors, docu-

menting our achievements in a report to
Congress this week.

Despite this progress, we know that too
many of America’s children still are having
children. As friends and neighbors, we need
to reach out and help these young people
learn and grow.

Today I’m taking action to promote one
innovative approach we all know will work.
It’s called, second-chance homes, an idea
that Vice President Gore and I have long sup-
ported and which was championed early on
by Senators Moynihan, Kent Conrad, and Joe
Lieberman.

These homes provide teenage moms and
their babies with an environment that is safe,
supportive, and supervised. The teens get the
help they need to finish school. They learn
how to care for their children and manage
a budget. Some homes also work with teen
fathers.

Experts say mothers in these homes are
less likely to have another baby or go on wel-
fare and more likely to get an education and
find a job. I read of one young Massachusetts
woman who got pregnant at 14 and soon was
estranged from her family with no place to
live. With the help of a second-chance home,
she got back on her feet, trained at a commu-
nity college, and has left welfare to become
a proud working mother.

Second-chance homes are a good idea that
enjoy bipartisan support. I’ve asked Congress
already to provide $25 million to start more
of them across the country. Now let’s take
bipartisan action to give mothers and babies
hope for a better future.

But many families shouldn’t have to wait
for Congress to act. That’s why today I’m di-
recting the Secretaries of Health and Human
Services and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to work together to help more commu-
nities across America open second-chance
homes.

First, we’ll make it easier for communities
and faith-based groups to acquire vacant or
foreclosed property to create these homes for
teen mothers.

Second, we’ll provide communities a blue-
print for how to create second-chance
homes, and a roadmap of Federal and State
resources they can tap to get one up and run-
ning.
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